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and unravel the situation Prior to 
taking actiong under 2 and 3 if, and only if, Khrushchev's 


Fesponses are unsatisfactory, Similarly, 6ome approach 
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In making these Studies, careful attention should be given to the 
Question of the military significance of MRBMa in Cuba. There is a body 
of thought that since a nuclear stalemate exists, the ‘installation of 
MRBMs in Cuba does not alter the equation. It is thought that the Soviets 
do not now or at any time in the future, have the Capability to strike us with 
such complete devastation that we cannot strike back at them with unacceptable 
damage to them. " On the other hand, it Is Mhewise felt that we cannot 
Strike the Soviet Union ina surprise attack with assurance of so destroying 
their restrike capability that they cannot strike back at us inflicting 
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cat on unacceptable damage to us. Therefore; it ig thought that the nuclear . 
er" offensive power‘ia "In balance" and will remain so until some defensive 
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whether MRBMs ἰὴ Cuba alter this Particular equation, -- , thle 


mechanisms come into being. In view of this, the gestion is raleed as to 


This question should be analyzed a8 part of USIB's Study without 


reference to the political implications. Asa collateral part of the study ,' 
USIB should address itself to the following: 


tee, 


Africa by “getting away with the installations" 


(b) The Probability that this will turn out to be a rallying point 
for the Communist minorities throughout Latin America and 


conversely result in a loss of Prestige to the United States, because 
the Soviets οί away with this; - ᾿ς - 


(c) The effect on our position throughout the world and our friends! 
appraisal of our courage and determination in such troubled areas as 
Berlin, Nationaliet China, Korea, ete, if we “buckle under" to an 
established offensive capability in Cuba, which is a situation we have 
repeatedly said we would not tolerate. ‘ 
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